Please amend the daims as shown below. 



1-8. (Canceled) 
1 

* ^^^(Currently amended) A process for producing polyester^ wh i oh comprioos 
comprising adding a polymerization catalyst described i n claim 1 in a polycondensation 
reaction, esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components 
comprising at least a polyfu notional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid 
or ester-forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester; 
and obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises an aluminum 
substance and a phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum substance is selected 
from the group consisting of aluminum carboxvlates. aluminum salts of an inorganic 
acid and aluminum chelate compounds, and wherein the phosphorus compound has an 
aromatic ring structure . 

• ^>0^(Currently amended) A polym e rizat i on cata l yst process for producing 
polyester, comprising adding a polymerization catalyst in a polycondensation reaction, 
esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components comprising at 
least a polyfunctional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid or ester- 
forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester: and 
obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises comprising an 
aluminum substance and at least one phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum 
substance is selected from the group consisting of aluminum carboxylates, aluminum 





salts of an inorganic acid and aluminum chelate compounds and wherein the at least 
one phosphorus compound is at least a phosphinic acid compound having an aromatic 
ring structure 

11-18. (Canceled). 



* (Currently amended) A The process of claim & for producing polyest e r wh i ch 
compris e s adding a cata l yst d e scribed in claim 5 in a polycond e nsation r e action, 
e st e rification r e action or trans e st e rificat i on r e action b e tw ee n compon e nts comprising at 
loast a polyfunctiona l alcohol and at least a polyfunctiona l carboxyl i o acid or ostor 
forming derivativ e of a polyfunctiona l carboxylic acid to produce th e poly e st e r 
wherein the phosphorus compound is at least one compound selected from the group 
consisting of the compounds represented by anyone of Formulae (1) to (3): 
(Formula 1 ) 

P(=0)R1(OR2)(Qr3) 
(Formula 2) 

P(=Q)R1r4(QR3) 
(Formula 3) 

P(=Q)R 1 R 5 r6 

wherein Rj, R 4 . R 5 and R 6 independently represent hydrogen, a C-|_5q hydrocarbon 
group, and a Ci_sq hydrocarbon group containing a hvdroxvl group, a halogen group. 

an alkoxv group or amino group, and R 2 and R 3 independently represent hydrogen or a 




3 





C i_iq hydrocarbon group, wherein the hydrocarbon group may contain an alicvclic 
structure or an aromatic ring structure . 

11 i 

* (Currently amended) A The process of clairrv^ for producing poly e st e r which 
comprisos adding a catalyst doscribod i n cla i m 7 in a polycondonsation react i on, . . 
ostor i fication react i on or transesterification r e action components compr i s i ng at le ast a 
polyfunction^ a l cohol and at l e ast a po l yfunctiona l carboxy li c acid or ostor form i ng 
d e rivat i v e of a polyfunctiona l carboxylic ac i d to produc e th e polvostor wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination with the polymerization catalyst 



claim >0f wherein one or more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group 
consisting of alkali metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or 
compounds thereof are coexistent used in combination with the polymerization catalyst 
th e r e with . 

22-29. (Canceled). 



comprising adding a polymerization catalyst d e scr i b e d in claim 4 in a polycondensation 
reaction, esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components 




amended) The po l ymerizat i on catalyst according to process of 
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comprising at least a polyfunctional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid 
or ester-forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester; 
and obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises an aluminum 
substance and at least one phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum substance is 
selected from the group consisting of aluminum carboxvlates. aluminum salts of an , ; 
inorganic acid and aluminum chelate compounds and wherein the at least one 
phosphorus compound is at least a phosphonic acid compound having an aromatic ring 
structure . 

• (Currently amended) A The process of claim 3t£ for producing poly e ster 
which compris e s add i ng a catalyst d e scrib e d in claim 6 in a polycondensation reaction, 
est e r i f i cat i on react i on or transostorif i oat i on roaction oompononts compr i s i ng at l oast a 
polyfunctiona l alcohol and at l oast a polyfunct i onal carboxyl i c acid or ootor forming 
d e r i vat i v e of a po l yfunctiona l carboxy li c ac i d to produc e th e po l y e ster wherein the at 
least one phosphorus compound is at least a compound represented by the formula 
below: 

P(=0)R1(OR2)(Qr3) 

wherein R 2 and R 3 independently represent hydrogen or a Ci_iq hydrocarbon group, 
wherein the hydrocarbon group may contain an alicvclic structure or an aromatic ring 
structure, and wherein R 1 is a group having an aromatic ring structure . 

32. (Canceled). 
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^^a^Currently amended) A Jhe process of claim^aflT for producing polvostor 
which comprises add i ng a catalyst d e scribed i n claim 1^1 in a po l ycond e nsat i on react i on, 
e sterificat i on r e act i on or trans e st e rification reaction compon e nts compris i ng at lea s t a • 
polyfunctional alcohol and at l e ast a polyfunctional carboxyl i c ac i d or e st e r - form i ng 
d e r i vat i v e of a po l yfunctiona l carboxy l ic acid to produc e th e pofy e stor wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combinaton with the polymerization catalyst . 

34. (Canceled). 

If 4 

* (Currently amended) A The process of claimaf! for producing po l y e st e r 

which comprisos adding a cata l yst d e scrib e d i n c l aim 16 in a polycondonsat i on r e action, 
est e rificat i on reaction or transostorification r e act i on compon e nts comprising at loast a 
po l yfunct i ona l alcoho l and at loast a polyfunct i onal carboxyl i c ac i d or ostor form i ng 
d e r i vativ e of a po l yfunctional carboxylic acid to produc e th e po l vostor wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination with the polymerization catalyst . 

XL i 

* Jfo (Currently amended) A The process of claim for produc i ng poly e st e r 
wh i ch compris e s add i ng a cata l yst d e scrib e d in c l aim 15 in a po l ycond e nsation react i on, 
e st e rification r e action or transest e r i fication r e action compononts comprising at l oast a 
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po l yfunct i onal a l cohol and at l e ast a po l yfunct i ona l carboxylic ac i d or octorforming 
dorivativ e of a po l yfunctional carboxy li c acid to produco tho po l yest e r wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination-with the polymerization catalyst . 

* (Currently amended) The po l ym e rizat i on cata l yst according to process of 
1 

clain>f 4-, wherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum formate, 
aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum acrylate, 
aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum trichloroacetate, 

or 

aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, ml aluminum salicylate, wherein the aluminum 



salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, atomiatt&fokgg 

or 

aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate an& aluminum 
phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are selected from 

or- 

aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl acetoacetate, amd 
aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

• (Currently amended) The polym e rizat i on cata l yst accord i ng to process of 
3 

claim 3d [[[4]]], wherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum 
formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum 
acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum 
trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, bb* aluminum salicylate, wherein 



the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, 

», aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate 



Of 

aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are 




selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 
acetoacetate, aijsTaluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

. \ \\\ 
* ^39. (Currently amended) The po l ymerization catalyst accord i ng to process of 
clairh^eTwherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum formate, 
aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum acrylate, 
aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum trichloroacetate, 

or 

aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, a«*aluminum salicylate, wherein the aluminum 
salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, olumtnum hydroxido r 

or 

aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate as£ aluminum 
phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are selected from 

or 

aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl acetoacetate, aad 
aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 



40-42. (Canceled) 

7 2. 
t (New) The process of claim wherein the aluminum carboxylates are 

selected from aluminum formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum 

oxalate, aluminum acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, 

Or 

aluminum trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, m& aluminum salicylate, 
wherein the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, 
aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum 
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or 

phosphate se# aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds 



are selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 

or 

acetoacetate, s^aluminum ethyl acetpacetate di-isopropoxide. 

jw. (New) The process of claim jj^ wherein the aluminum carboxylates are- . A* 
selected from aluminum formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum . 
oxalate, aluminum acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate,* 

or 

aluminum trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, ^taluminum salicylate, 



wherein the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, 
a tewtwqffl hy d roxide, aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum 

or 

phosphate *gb4 aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds 
are selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 
acetoacetate, wwt aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

Jtf>.{\Ae\N) The process of clairr>8^further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 

J&iNew) The process of claim yf, further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 
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IT 2. 
>*^(New) The process of claim^K^further comprising adding an antimony 

compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 

reaction or transesterification reaction. 

■-. 48. (New) The process of claim ^ .furthfer comprising adding an-antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. <. 

^#T(New) The process of claimjfrf', further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 
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